United States Patent and Trademark Ofhce 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark OtBce 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/596,476 



06/14/2006 



27128 7590 12/18/2008 

HUSCH BLACKWELL SANDERS LLP 

720 OLIVE STREET 

SUITE 2400 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63101 



OWYANG, MICHELLE N 



PAPER NUMBER 



NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE 
12/18/2008 ELECTRONIC 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 

following e-mail address(es): 

pto-sl@huschblackwell.com 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



KJttiVrXi nvrliyjts OUff Iff fcff Jr 


Application No. 

10/596,476 


Applicant(s) 

KIM ET AL. 


Examiner 

MICHELLE OWYANG 


Art Unit 

2168 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 September 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Clalm(s) 21-24.30-33 and 35-37 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 21-24.30-33 and 35-37 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftspereon's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



PTOL-T26'(Rev^'o8-0^^ 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20081 21 2 



Application/Control Number: 10/596,476 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2168 

DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 

eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. 

The Action is responsive to Applicant's Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed 
on 9/19/2008. 

Applicant's Amendment and arguments filed on 8/18/2008, in which claims 21, 30, 35 
have amended, and claims 25-29, 34, 38 have cancelled, have been acknowledged. 
Claims 21-24, 30-33, 35-37 are pending in this application. 

Specification 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. Correction of the following is required: "a computer readable record 
medium" recited in claims 35-37. 

See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). 

Claim Objections 

3. The following claims are objected to for lack of antecedent basis: 
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a. "the received keyword", claim 21 (line 20), claim 30 (line 17), and claim 35 (line 
17). 

Claim 33 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

the claim recites "the system of claim 30 (lines 1)"; however; claim 30 recites "a search 

service method". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Examiner 's Notes 

4. Amended claims 21-24 recite "a search service system comprising: at least one memory 
having program instructions and databases. . ."; it would appear to one ordinary skilled in the art 
that the claimed system includes both hardware and software components, see [0089] and Fig 2 
& 3, to meet the statutory requirement of 35 USC 101. 

Amended claims 30-32 recite components such as "category classification database", 
"keyword database" and "commutation network"; Examiner interprets that those components are 
hardware components because the claimed databases are part of a statutory system," search 
service system", and the specification discloses that the claimed communication network can be 
wireless or wired, see [0026-0027], [0087-0089], Fig 2 & 3. Hence, it is believed that claimed 
method recited in claims 30-32 meet the statutory requirements of 35 USC 101 because the 
claims positively recite the other statutory class to with it is tied. 

Amended claims 35-37 recite "a computer readable record medium recording a program 
for implementing a search service method"; it would appear to one ordinary skilled in the art that 
the claimed "computer readable record medium " implies the readable record medium that is 
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physical and is statutory because it would exclude intangible material such as signal and carrier 
wave. Hence, it is beUeved that claims 35-37 include both hardware and software components to 
meet the statutory requirements of 35 USC 101. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 21-24, 30-33, 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

With respect to claim 21 (line 9), claim 30 (lines 10-11), claim 35 (lines 11-12), "the 
representative keyword" not clearly understood rendering the claims indefinite. It is unclear 
whether "the representative keyword" associated with the "category classification database" is 
the same as "the representative keyword" associated with the "keyword database". 

In addition, ""the received keyword" recited in claim 21 (line 20), claim 30 (line 17), and 
claim 35 (line 17) not clearly understood rendering the claims indefinite. It is unclear whether the 
"the received keyword" is the same as the "keyword" included in the "search request". 

Furthermore, "the predetermined keyword group" recited in claim 21 (lines 14-15) is not 
clearly understood rendering the claim indefinite. It is unclear whether "the predetermined 
keyword group" is referred to "the predetermined keyword group" associated with the "category 
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classification database" or the "the predetermined keyword group" associated with the "keyword 
database", and whether they are the same or not. 

Any claim not specifically addressed above is being rejected as incorporating the 
deficiencies of a claim upon which it depends. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 21-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Monteverde 
(Pub US 2003/0088553 Al), in view of Yoo et al (Patent No. 7,146,416 Bl), hereinafter Yoo, 
and further in view of Rajaraman et al. (Patent US 6,366,910), hereinafter Rajaraman. 
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Monteverde and Yoo are cited by the Examiner in the previous office action. 

With respect to claim 21, Monteverde discloses a search service system (provide relevant 
search results method, and the method is implemented by a system, [0012]) comprising: 

at least one memory having program instructions and databases (at least one database, 
[0019], lines 1-2), the databases including: 

a category classification database including at least one classification record (category 
database includes predetermined categories, [0019], lines 2-3), the classification record 
including a representative category associated with a predetermined keyword group 
(predetermined categories are associated with search terms, [0019], lines 6-9), the 
predetermined keyword group including a representative keyword and other keywords associated 
with the representative keywordfisearcA terms include definitional relevancy and/or linguistic 
usages, which corresponds to keyword association, [003 2], lines 1-3); 

a keyword database including a predetermined keyword group and (search term database 
includes associated terms, and the search term database corresponds to the keyword database, 
[0032], lines 1-3); 

means for receiving a selection of a representative category associated with a 
predetermined keyword group from a manager (received category selection from the service 
provider, and the provider corresponds the manager, [0036], lines 9-10); 

means for updating the received representative category associated with the 
predetermined keyword group in the classification record by (update the category, [0036], lines 
10-16); 
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means for receiving a search request from a user through a communication network, the 
search request including a keyword (receive initial search term from the user, the initial search 
term is interpreted as the search request that include keyword, [0033], lines 5-7); 

means for searching the category classification database for a representative category 
associated with a first keyword group (find the popular category associated with the term, and 
the popular category corresponds to the representative category, [0033], lines 6-9), the first 
keyword group including the received keywordfifAe terms include the initial term, [0032], lines 
9-13), the means for searching the category classification database determining at least one 
keyword group associated with the searched representative cdAegory (search category for 
matching terms, [0020], [0033], lines 9-13); 

means for searching the keyword database for the at least one keyword group associated 
with the searched representative category and (search term database for associated terms, 
[0019], lines 6-9, [0033], lines 9-13), the at least one keyword group including the first keyword 
group ([0033], lines 9-11); 

means for providing the user with information showing popularity of the keyword 
included in the search request based, at least in part (provide the most popular information to the 
user, [0030], lines 25-29). 

Monteverde does not explicitly disclose 

data indicative of a number of searches made using a representative keyword or other 
keywords associated with the representative keyword, the representative keyword representing 
the other keywords associated with the representative keyword, which convey a same or similar 
meaning; 
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associating the received representative category with a different predetermined keyword 

group; 

data indicative of a number of searches made using a representative keyword or other 
keywords associated with each keyword group of the at least one keyword group; 

upon the data indicative of the number of searches made using the representative 
keyword or other keywords associated with the first keyword group; and 

means for updating the data indicative of the number of searches made using the 
representative keyword or other keywords associated with the first keyword group in response to 
the search request from by the user. 

However, Yoo discloses 

data indicative of a number of searches made using a representative keyword or other 
keywords associated with the representative keyword (term count is logged, and the count 
corresponds the data indicative of number of search using the term. Col. 6, lines 23-24, Col. 7, 
lines 65-67); 

data indicative of a number of searches made using a representative keyword or other 
keywords associated with each keyword group of the at least one keyword group (count data for 
the term is logged, and the count corresponds the data indicative of number of search using the 
term. Col. 8, lines 10-13); 

upon the data indicative of the number of searches made using the representative 
keyword or other keywords associated with the first keyword (determine popularity based on the 
statistical measurement of the terms, and statistical measurement corresponds to the data 
indicative number of searches made. Col. 5, lines 1-5, Col. 13, lines 40-42); 
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means for updating the data indicative of the number of searches made using the 
representative keyword or other keywords associated with the first keyword group in response to 
the search request from by the user (accumulating term counts, accumulating corresponds to 
updating, and count corresponds to the data indicative number of searches made. Col. 8, lines 
10-11). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify and incorporate the term count techniques of Yoo in the system implemented by the 
search service method of Monteverde in order to provide more sophisticated and informative 
regarding popular trends (Yoo, Col. 4, lines 20-24). 

Neither Monteverde nor Yoo explicitly discloses 

the representative keyword representing the other keywords associated with the 
representative keyword, which convey a same or similar meaning; 

by associating the received representative category with a different predetermined 
keyword group. 

However, Rajaraman discloses 

the representative keyword representing the other keywords associated with the 
representative keyword, which convey a same or similar meaning (other keywords associated 
with the representative keyword based on synonyms; women's shirts and blouse have the similar 
meaning. Col. 7, lines 22-26, Fig 3) ; 

associating the received representative category with a different predetermined keyword 
group (associate the category with the term file that lists various of words that are synonymous; 
the term file corresponds to the different predetermined keyword group. Col. 7, lines 22-24). 
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Because Monteverde, Yoo and Rajaraman are from the same field of endeavor, it would 
have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify and 
incorporate the category and terms association techniques of Rajaraman in the system 
implemented by the search service method of Monteverde and Yoo in order to allow user to 
search for items that best match a search criteria (Rajaraman, Col. 2, lines 59-60). 

With respect to claim 30, Monteverde discloses a search service method (provide 
relevant search results method, [0012]) comprising the steps of: 

maintaining at least one classification record in a category classification database 
(category database includes predetermined categories, [0019], lines 2-3), wherein the 
classification record comprises a representative category associated with a predetermined 
kejword group (predetermined categories are associated with search terms, [0019], lines 6-9), 
the predetermined keyword group including a representative keyword and other keywords 
associated with the representative keyword (search terms include definitional relevancy and/or 
linguistic usages, which corresponds to keyword association, [0032] , lines 1-3); 

maintaining at least one predetermined keyword group in a keyword database (search 
term database includes associated terms, and the search term database corresponds to the 
keyword database, [0032], lines 1-3); 

receiving a search request from a user through a communication network, the search 
request including a keyword (receives initial search term from the user, the initial search term is 
interpreted as the search request that include keyword, [0033], and lines 5-7); 
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searching the category classification database for a representative category associated 
with a first keyword group (find the popular category associated with the term, and the popular 
category corresponds to the representative category, [0033], lines 6-9), the first keyword group 
including the received keyword (the terms include the initial term, [0032], lines 9-13); 

searching the keyword database for at least one keyword group associated with the 
searched representative category and (search term database for associated terms, [0019], lines 
6-9, [0033], lines 9-13), the at least one keyword group including the first keyword group 
([0033], lines 9-11); 

providing the user with information showing popularity of the kejword included in the 
search request based, at least in part (provide the most popular information to the user, [0030], 
lines 25-29). 

Monteverde does not explicitly disclose 

upon receipt of instructions from a manager, associating a first representative category 
with a different representative keyword in a different predetermined keyword group; 

the representative keyword representing the other keywords associated with the 
representative keyword, which convey a same or similar meaning; 

data indicative of a number of searches made using a representative keyword or other 
keywords associated with the representative keyword, 

data indicative of a number of searches made using a representative ke)rword or other 
keywords associated with each keyword group of the at least one keyword group, 

upon the data indicative of the number of searches made using the representative 
keyword or other keywords associated with the first keyword group; and 
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updating the data indicative of the number of searches made using the representative 
keyword or other keywords associated with the first keyword group in response to the search 
request from the user. 

However, Yoo discloses 

data indicative of a number of searches made using a representative keyword or other 
keywords associated with the representative keyword (term count is logged, and the count 
corresponds the data indicative of number of search using the term, Col. 6, lines 23-24, Col. 7, 
lines 65-67); 

data indicative of a number of searches made using a representative kejword or other 
keywords associated with each keyword group of the at least one keyword group (count data for 
the term is logged, and the count corresponds the data indicative of number of search using the 
term. Col. 8, lines 10-13); 

upon the data indicative of the number of searches made using the representative 
keyword or other keywords associated with the first keyword group (determine popularity based 
on the statistical measurement of the terms, and statistical measurement corresponds to the data 
indicative number of searches made. Col. 5, lines 1-5, Col. 13, lines 40-42);; and 

updating the data indicative of the number of searches made using the representative 
keyword or other keywords associated with the first keyword group in response to the search 
request from the user (accumulating term counts, accumulating corresponds to updating, and 
count corresponds to the data indicative number of searches made. Col. 8, lines 10-11). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify and incorporate the term count techniques of Yoo in the search service method of 
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Monteverde in order to provide more sophisticated and informative regarding popular trends 

(Yoo, Col. 4, lines 20-24). 

Neither Monteverde nor Yoo explicitly discloses 

upon receipt of instructions from a manager, associating a first representative category 
with a different representative keyword in a different predetermined keyword group; 

the representative keyword representing the other keywords associated with the 
representative keyword, which convey a same or similar meaning. 

However, Rajaraman discloses 

upon receipt of instructions from a manager, associating a first representative category 
with a different representative keyword in a different predetermined keyword group (associate 
the category with the term file that lists various of words that are synonymous; the term file 
corresponds to the different predetermined keyword group, and it is obvious that it can done by a 
manager such as a system fi)r general purpose search, Col. 7, lines 22-24, Fig 1 2 & 7); 

the representative keyword representing the other keywords associated with the 
representative keyword, which convey a same or similar meaning (other keywords associated 
with the representative keyword based on synonyms; women's shirts and blouse have the similar 
meaning. Col. 7, lines 22-26, Fig 3). 

Because Monteverde, Yoo and Rajaraman are from the same field of endeavor, it would 
have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify and 
incorporate the category and terms association techniques of Rajaraman in the search service 
method of Monteverde and Yoo in order to allow user to search for items that best match a 
search criteria (Rajaraman, Col. 2, lines 59-60). 
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With respect to claim 35, Monteverde discloses a computer readable record medium 
recording a program for implementing a search service method (provide relevant search results 
method, [0012]) comprising the steps of: 

maintaining at least one classification record in a category classification database 
(category database includes predetermined categories, [0019], lines 2-3), wherein the 
classification record comprises a representative category associated with a predetermined 
keyword group (predetermined categories are associated with search terms, [0019], lines 6-9), 
the predetermined keyword group including a representative keyword and other keywords 
associated the representative keyword (search terms include definitional relevancy and/or 
linguistic usages, which corresponds to keyword association, [0032] , lines 1-3); 

maintaining at least one predetermined keyword group in a keyword database (search 
term database includes associated terms, and the search term database corresponds to the 
keyword database, [0032], lines 1-3); 

receiving a search request from a user through a communication network, the search 
request including a keyword (receives initial search term jrom the user, the initial search term is 
interpreted as the search request that include keyword, [0033], lines 5-7); 

searching the category classification database for a representative category associated 
with a first kejrword group (find the popular category associated with the term, and the popular 
category corresponds to the representative category, [0033], lines 6-9), the first keyword group 
including the received keyword (the terms include the initial term, [0032], lines 9-13); 
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searching the keyword database for at least one keyword group associated with the 
searched representative category and (search term database for associated terms, [0019], lines 
6-9, [0033], lines 9-13), the at least one keyword group including the first keyword group 
([0033], lines 9-11), the at least one keyword group including the first keyword group ([0033], 

lines 9-11); 

providing the user with information showing popularity of the keyword included in the 
search request based, at least in part (provide the most popular information to the user, [0030], 
lines 25-29). 

Monteverde does not explicitly disclose 

upon receipt of instructions from a manager, associating a first representative category 
with a different representative keyword in a different predetermined keyword group; 

data indicative of a number of searches made using a representative keyword or other 
keywords associated with the representative keyword, 

the representative keyword representing the other keywords associated with the 
representative keyword, which convey a same or similar meaning; 

data indicative of a number of searches made using a representative keyword or other 
keywords associated with each keyword group of the at least one keyword group, 

upon the data indicative of the number of searches made using the representative 
keyword or other keywords associated with the first keyword group; and 

updating the data indicative of the number of searches made using the representative 
keyword or other keywords associated with the first keyword group in response to the search 
request from the user. 
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However, Yoo discloses 

data indicative of a number of searches made using a representative keyword or other 
keywords associated with the representative keyword (term count is logged, and the count 
corresponds the data indicative of number of search using the term, Col. 6, lines 23-24, Col. 7, 

lines 65-67); 

data indicative of a number of searches made using a representative keyword or other 
keywords associated with each keyword group of the at least one keyword group (count data for 
the term is logged, and the count corresponds the data indicative of number of search using the 
term, Col. 8, lines 10-13); 

upon the data indicative of the number of searches made using the representative 
keyword or other keywords associated with the first keyword group (determine popularity based 
on the statistical measurement of the terms, and statistical measurement corresponds to the data 
indicative number of searches made, Col. 5, lines 1-5, Col. 13, lines 40-42); and 

updating the data indicative of the number of searches made using the representative 
keyword or other keywords associated with the first keyword group in response to the search 
request from the user (accumulating term counts, accumulating corresponds to updating, and 
count corresponds to the data indicative number of searches made. Col. 8, lines 10-11). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify and incorporate the term count techniques of Yoo in the search service method of 
Monteverde in order to provide more sophisticated and informative regarding popular trends 
(Yoo, Col. 4, lines 20-24). 

Neither Monteverde nor Yoo explicitly discloses 
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upon receipt of instructions from a manager, associating a first representative category 
with a different representative keyword in a different predetermined keyword group (associate 
the category with the term file that lists various of words that are synonymous; the term file 
corresponds to the different predetermined keyword group, and it is obvious that it can done by a 
manager such as a system for general purpose search, Col. 7, lines 22-24, Fig I 2 & 7); 

the representative keyword representing the other keywords associated with the 
representative keyword, which convey a same or similar meaning (other keywords associated 
with the representative keyword based on synonyms; women's shirts and blouse have the similar 
meaning, Col. 7, lines 22-26, Fig 3). 

Because Monteverde, Yoo and Rajaraman are from the same field of endeavor, it would 
have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify and 
incorporate the category and terms association techniques of Rajaraman in the search service 
method of Monteverde and Yoo in order to allow user to search for items that best match a 
search criteria (Rajaraman, Col. 2, lines 59-60). 

With respect to claims 22, 31 and 36, Monteverde does not explicitly disclose 
wherein the information showing popularity of the searched keyword shows popularity 

ranks of the at least one keyword group associated with the searched representative category. 

However, Yoo discloses wherein the information showing popularity of the searched 
keyword shows popularity ranks of the at least one keyword group associated with the searched 
representative category (buzz report with scores information shows the popularity ranks of terms 
associated with the category. Col. 15, lines 7-19, Fig 9-13). 
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It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify and incorporate the term count ranking techniques of Yoo in the search service method 
of Monteverde in order to provide more sophisticated and informative regarding popular trends 
(Yoo, Col. 4, lines 20-24). 

With respect to claims 23, 32, and 37, Monteverde discloses 

wherein the information showing popularity of the searched keyword shows a portion of 
the at least one keyword group associated with the searched representative category based upon 
the popularity of the at least one keyword group associated with the searched representative 

category (shows the most popular internet sites information associated with the category and 
searched request, [0036], lines 15-37, Fig 6). 

With respect to claims 24, and 33, Monteverde does not explicitly disclose 

wherein the information showing popularity of the searched keyword shows changes in 
the popularity of the searched keyword in association with the other keywords of the at least one 
keyword group associated with the searched representative category. 

However, Yoo discloses wherein the information showing popularity of the searched 
keyword shows changes in the popularity of the searched keyword in association with the other 
keywords of the at least one keyword group associated with the searched representative category 
(popularity information shows the changes in the popularity of searched terms. Fig 9-13). 
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It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify and incorporate the term count techniques of Yoo in the search service method of 
Monteverde in order to provide more sophisticated and informative regarding popular trends 
(Yoo, Col. 4, lines 20-24). 

Response to Arguments 
7. Applicant's arguments filed on 8/18/2008, with respect to amended claims 21, 30, 35, 
cancelled claimed 25-29 have been fiiUy considered, and are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Applicant argued that "neither Yoo et al. nor Monteverde teaches or suggests re- 
associating a search term with a different topic or search category according to the change of hot 
topics" in pages 13-15 of the Remarks. However, the features of "re-associating a search term 
with a different topic or search category according to the change of hot topics" are not recited 
in the claims. Also, the newly cited reference, Rajaraman discloses, synonymously associating 
terms with different categories in Col. 7, lines 22-24; one ordinary skill in the art to would 
interpret that the search terms can be re-associated based on Rajaraman disclosure. In addition, 
Yoo discloses monitoring trends based on user activities in Co. 4, lines 30-37; and trend can be 
interpreted as associating with hot topics. Hence, Because Monteverde, Yoo and Rajaraman are 
from the same field of endeavor, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify and incorporate the category and terms association techniques of 
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Rajaraman in the search service method of Monteverde and Yoo in order to allow user to search 
for items that best match a search criteria (Rajaraman, Col. 2, lines 59-60). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHELLE OWYANG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1254. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (Alternate Fridays Off): 8am- 
5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, TIM VO can be reached on 571-272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Elecfronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Tim T. Vo/ /Kuen S Lu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2168 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2 1 69 

/M. 0.1 

Examiner, Art Unit 2168 



